Indianapolis Public Schools believes positive and safe schools support student achievement and high levels of teaching. The student Code of Conduct sets the standards for student and adult behavior. It outlines rights, responsibilities and consequences for inappropriate behavior.
The Student Code of Conduct (SCC) is important for all members of the school community to read and understand. When all partners know, understand and follow the SCC, they help ensure schools are respectful and productive places for all students to learn at high levels.
The SCC applies to students at all times during the school day, while on school property (including before and after school programs), while traveling to and from school (including bus stops), at any school-related event and when students use the district's electronic network services.
Bullying (including cyberbullying) and harassment will not be tolerated in Indianapolis Public Schools. If parents or students suspect bullying, file a report with the school principal or social worker.
Indianapolis Public Schools supports drug prevention for all students. It is a violation to possess, use or distribute controlled substances or possess related devices.
WHICH POLICIES ARE IMPORTANT TO KNOW? ILLEGAL SUBSTANCES

ANTI-BULLYING
DRESS CODE
DUE PROCESS & APPEAL
PERSONAL TECHNOLOGY DEVICES
The district's Dress Code applies to all students unless there is a specific exception by school administration. The Dress Code can be viewed at www.myips.org.
Students can possess a cell phone, but during school hours it must be off and put away. School administrators may allow students to use cell phones for educational purposes. Students may not record, possess or share pictures or texts representing acts of violence. To do so is a serious violation. The district is not responsible for theft, loss or damage of personal devices.
Students will not be excluded from participation or subjected to discrimination in any educational program or activity on basis of gender. If discrimination or sexual harassment occur, make a report to the school administration.
When a student is accused of violating the Student Code of Conduct, he or she has the right to due process. The student must be informed of the violation, be able to present his/her side and have an opportunity to appeal. Appeals for suspensions should be made in writing to the school's administration.
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION & HARASSMENT
TYPES OF VIOLATIONS
LEVELS OF RESPONSE
LEVELS OF RESPONSE DEFINED Tardiness
Cutting Class 
LEVEL 4: CORRECTIVE RESPONSES FOR SERIOUS VIOLATIONS
Appropriate for inappropriate behavior that seriously affects the learning environment or the safety of the student and/or others in the school or is a legal violation. *May involve out-of-school suspension or possible expulsion.
WHY IS THE STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT NECESSARY?
The Code of Conduct describes student behavior that is appropriate for school. It guides students and staff so that learning and teaching can occur in safe and supportive schools.
WHAT DOES THE STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT INCLUDE?
• Rights and responsibilities for students and parents • Responsibilities of district staff • Strategies to prevent and correct inappropriate behavior • Potential disciplinary consequences for serious and dangerous behaviors • Policies and due process procedures
HOW DOES THE CODE OF CONDUCT APPLY TO STUDENTS?
It describes student behaviors that are allowed at school and explains the consequences if behavior disrupts classrooms or school-related activities or is dangerous.
CAN MY CHILD BE SUSPENDED FROM SCHOOL?
Suspension is a last resort consequence for inappropriate behavior.
Out-of-school suspension can be used for serious, safety related or illegal behaviors. After a suspension, the school administrator, student and parent/family should meet to develop a plan to work to prevent the problem from recurring.
ARE THE RULES IN ALL IPS SCHOOLS THE SAME?
All Indianapolis Public Schools follow the same Student Code of Conduct.
Behavior expectations may vary from school to school. All schools strive to help students be safe, respectful and responsible.
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I NOTICE THAT MY CHILD IS STARTING TO DISPLAY ACADEMIC/BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS?
Each school has a team of professionals for supporting students. To get help, contact your school Parent Involvement Educator or school Social Worker to set a meeting to discuss your child's needs and how supports can be arranged.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS WHAT ARE STUDENTS' RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES?
Students have the right to: • Orderly, safe schools and classrooms to promote high levels of learning.
• Be taught school and classroom behavioral expectations.
• Be treated fairly and respectfully.
• Self-expression and peaceful assembly.
• Tell your side of the story before receiving a consequence.
Students have responsibilities to:
• Read and be familiar with the Student Code of Conduct.
• Be accountable for the decisions you make.
• Avoid actions that are unsafe and could interfere with instruction.
• Respect school property and property of others.
• Tell school staff about dangerous or bullying behavior at school.
RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES WHAT ARE PARENTS' RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES?
Parents have the right to:
• Be actively involved in your child's education.
• Be treated courtesouly, fairly and respectfully by school staff.
• Get regular reports from teachers regarding student's academics and behavior.
• Be notified about your student's corrective consequence.
• Receive information about ways to support your child in school.
Parents have responsibilities to: • Read and be familiar with the Student Code of Conduct.
• Communicate with school staff about any concerns in a respectful, timely way.
• Work collaboratively with school staff to address problems your child may have. • Talk with your child about behaviors expected at school.
The complete Student Code of Conduct is available through the website, www.myips.org
Your child's teacher or school administrator is available to answer specific questions or to provide additional support.
